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E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, UNSC, IS, LE 

SUBJ: GENDARMES POR UNIFIL 

REF: STATE 98231 

BEGIN SUMMARY: WE THINK THE PRENCH MIGHT SUPPORT THE 
IDEA OP GENDARME UNITS BEING ATTACHED TO UNIFIL. WE 
DO NOT REPEAT NOT BELIEVE THAT THE GOP WOULD BE PRE- 
PARED TO CONTRIBUTE DIRECTLY TO SUCH A PORCE. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. WITHOUT DISCUSSING THE MATTER WITH FRENCH OFPI- 
CIALS, OUR JUDGMENT IS THAT THE GOP WOULD SUPPORT THE 
IDEA OP POLICE UNITS BEING ATTACHED TO UNIPIL TO WORK 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH LEBANESE GENDARMES. AS REPTEL 
POINTS OUT, IT WOULD SERVE THE OBJECTIVE (WHICH THE 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PARIS I3I50 220009Z 

GOP SHARES) OP ENHANCING LEBANESE AUTHORITY IN THE 
SOUTH. IT MIGHT ALSO SERVE TO RELIEVE THE UNIFIL 
MILITARY UNITS OP CERTAIN POLICE PUNCTIONS POR WHICH 
THEY ARE NOT TRAINED. THE MEMBERS OF THE FRENCH UNIFIL 
CONTINGENT, POR INSTANCE, ARE HIGHLY TRAINED COMBAT 
SOLDIERS KEPT IN RESERVE ESPECIALLY FOR OVERSEAS 
INTERVENTION. WE UNDERSTAND THEY ARE HAVING TO LEARN 
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THE PEACEKEEPING ROLE ON THE JOB. 

2. AT THE SAME TIME, WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE 
FRENCH WOULD BE PREPARED TO CONTRIBUTE PERSONNEL TO 
SUCH A POLICE FORCE. THE GOF CONSIDERS THAT THE PER- 
CENTAGE OF FRENCH PERSONNEL IN UNIFIL IS ALREADY TOO 
HIGH IN RELATION TO THE PROJECTED TOTAL FORCE OF FOUR 
THOUSAND. THE FRENCH ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE EFFECT 
OF THEIR PARTICIPATION IN UNIFIL ON FRENCH RELATIONS 
WITH ALL THE ARAB STATES, INCLUDING THOSE WHICH ARE 
THE MOST ARDENT SUPPORTERS OF THE PALESTINE CAUSE. 

THE SLOWNESS OF THE ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL IS HEIGHTENING 
THIS POLITICAL CONCERN. EVEN THOUGH THE NUMBER OF 
GENDARMES THAT ANY COUNTRY WOULD BE EXPECTED TO CON- 
TRIBUTE MIGHT BE SMALL, THE GENDARMES WOULD BE HIGHLY 
VISIBLE AS THE NATURE OF THEIR TASK WOULD PUT THEM 
INTO CLOSE CONTACT WITH LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE. WE 
DO NOT BELIEVE THE GOF IS PREPARED TO ACCEPT THIS 
ADDITIONAL EXPOSURE, THOUGH WE CANT BE SURE UNTIL WE 
ASK. 

3. THOUGH THE GOF MIGHT NOT BE WILLING TO CONTRIBUTE 
TO A UN POLICE FORCE, IT MIGHT STILL BE HELPFUL IN 
GETTING ONE GOING. THE GOF HAS PROVIDED TRAINING TO 

A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES AND WOULD PROBABLY BE A GOOD 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION ON, FOR INSTANCE, WHAT COUNTRIES 
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HAVE THE CAPABILITY TO PROVIDE UNITS. WE THINK IT 
WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA TO EXPLORE THE CONCEPT WITH THE 
FRENCH AT AN EARLY OCCASION. IN THE MEANTIME, IN 
DISCUSSIONS WITH UN OFFICIALS AND OTHERS IT WOULD BE 
PREFERABLE NOT TO TALK AS IF FRENCH PARTICIPATION COULD 
BE OBTAINED. THEY MIGHT NOT BE PLEASED IF IT GOT BACK 
TO THEM THAT WE WERE TALKING WITH OTHERS ABOUT THE 
DISPOSITION OF FRENCH PERSONNEL. 

GAMMON 
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